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The Acts of the Apostles

Syllabus

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Actsisapivotal book in the New Testament. It isin Acts that the disciples witness Jesus ascending into
heaven, and it is Acts that tells about the coming of the Holy Spirit. Acts documents the beginning of the
church and shows it grow, evangelize, and undergo persecution.

Many key individuals are introduced in Acts. First is Peter. Only afew months earlier he had denied
knowing Jesus, but at Pentecost he becomes the leader of the fledgling church. Paul, a once outspoken
persecutor of the church, is converted and becomes missionary to the Gentiles. Stephen, Philip,
Barnabas, Silas, John Mark, and Timothy, among others, are also highlighted in Acts.

Actsisabook of firsts. It tells of the first meeting of the church and of its first persecution, documents
the first case of church discipline, explains the calling of the first deacons, records the events around the
first martyrdom in the church, and highlights the calling of the first missionaries. In essence, Actsisthe
history book of the early church and is an important building block in understanding the rest of the New
Testament.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
This courseisacollege level study in the book of Acts. Asaresult of studying this course, you should
be able to

e identify the chapter in which any of the major events of Acts are located.

» explainthe significance of the following, giving factual evidence to support your viewpoint: the
beginning of the church at Pentecost (Acts 1-2), the gift of tongues (Acts 2, 8, 10, and 19),
Stephen’ s speech (Acts 7), the conversion of Cornelius (Acts 10), the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15),
Paul’ s sermon before the Areopagus at Mars Hill (Acts 17), and the place and purpose of baptism
(Acts 2, 8, 10, and 16).

»  trace Paul’ sthree missionary journeys on a map, noting the major visits he made and the New
Testament books he wrote.

» discussthe viewpoints held on: the date Acts was written, the historical accuracy of Acts, and the
purpose of Acts.

» demonstrate your ability to apply the material in Acts by developing specific, practical applications
from any major incident or passage in the book, and thus show how the material relates to the
church today.

TEXTS:

Required textbooks for all Moody Online classes can be found at www.moody.edu/gradbooks.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

Copyright 2003 by The Moody Bible Institute. All rights reserved.
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Roy R. Matheson
Subject Matter Expert.

Unless otherwise specified, the materials and services on this website are for your personal and
non-commercial use, and you may not modify, copy, distribute, transmit, display, perform, reproduce,
publish, license, create derivative works from, transfer, or sell any information, software, products or
services obtained from the website without the written permission from the Moody Distance Learning
Center, Moody Bible Institute, 820 N. LaSalle Blvd., Chicago, Illinois 60610.

Except as otherwise noted, all Scripture quotationsin this course are from the New American Standard
Bible, © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1973, 1975, 1977, by the Lockman Foundation and are used by
permission, or the King James Version. All rights reserved.
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» Lesson 1—Acts: Background and Introductory Material
Acts1-12

» Lesson 2—The Birth and First Steps of the Church (Acts 1:1-2:47)

» Lesson 3—Advance of the Gospel in Jerusalem (Acts 3:1-6:7)

» Lesson 4—Advance of the Gospel in Judea and Samaria (Acts 6:8-9:31)
» Lesson 5—Advance of the Gospel to Antioch (Acts 9:32-12:25)

Acts 13-28

* Lesson 6—Advance of the Gospel in Asia (Acts 13:1-16:5)

* Lesson 7—Advance of the Gospel in Europe (Acts 16:6-19:20)
» Lesson 8—Opposition in Jerusalem (Acts 19:21-23:35)

» Lesson 9—Advance of the Gospel to Rome (Acts 24:1-28:31)
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GRADING
Y our grade for this course will consist of:

Exam 1 10%
Exam 2 10%
Paper 1 20%
Paper 2 20%
Reading 5%

Study Questions 15%
Threaded Discussion 20%
Total 100%

Letter grades are determined by the following scale:

A 95% or higher C 77 - 84.9%
A- 94 - 94.9% C- 76 - 76.9%
B+ 93 - 93.9% D+ 75-75.9%
B 87-92.9% D 71- 74.9%

B- 86 - 86.9% D- 70 - 70.9%
C+ 85 - 85.9% F Below 70%

REQUIREMENTS

Communication

1. Discussion Board Participation. One of the great advantages of an online course over a
traditional correspondence course is the ability to communicate and share ideas. You will be
required to participate in a number of regular (usually weekly) discussions on select topics. You
should check the Discussion Board in the Blackboard course site frequently and participate in any
active discussions. Successful participation in a course discussion typically includes the
following:

* You post one new message of your own for any given topic, the week that it is being discussed.

* You read the messages posted by others and reply to at least one of them in a reasonable amount
of time or as otherwise instructed by your professor.

* Your postings should be thorough and thoughtful. Just posting an “I agree/disagree with your
comment” or an “l think the same” to someone else’s thoughts is not considered to be an
adequate response.
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2. E-mail. You will, on occasion, need to send an e-mail to your instructor. Due to the large number
of e-mail messages received by the instructor, it is very important that all e-mail messages you
send meet the following criteria:

» The subject line must contain the course name. This lets the professor know which course you
are sending a message about.

* You must include your full name somewhere in the message. It is not always possible to tell
what a person’s name is from his or her e-mail address. Please remember to do this for al
e-mails, not just the first one. If you do not include these things in the e-mail you send your
professor, he or she cannot promise that your message will be received in atimely manner—if at
all.

Reading Assignments

One of the essential aspects of each course is the reading assignments. It is expected that you complete
al the required reading by the date due (if specified) so that you are able to effectively participate in the
online discussions and be able to grasp the concepts being taught in the lesson.

L esson Activities

Often, smaller activities are assigned in any given week; these activities are designed to help you further
understand the concepts or applications being taught. Y ou are expected to complete these activities as
you progress through the related lesson materials. Unless it is otherwise stated in the Syllabus, lesson
activities are not graded and do not affect your final grade. However, your completion of these activities
may help you do better in other course assignments.

Papersand Assignments

Assignments must be submitted electronically, in a Microsoft Word-compatible file. Please submit your
assignment according the method preferred by your instructor (either using the Dropbox feature found in
theT ools area of the Blackboard course site or by e-mail). Within the Microsoft Word document, your
assignment must be in the following format:

 prefaced with a separate title page, which should include the title of the paper; the name of the course;
the date; your name and address; and your student identification number

* on 8 1/2-by-11-inch paper

 font size: 12 points

* double-spaced

* bordered by aone-inch margin on all sides

e correct in grammar, punctuation, and spelling. No more than four errors per page are acceptable

» Documented in MLA style if citations are necessary (see the Student Union , How to Write a Paper,
and other MLA resources for more details On MLA style)

A list of resources used in this course is located in the Syllabus. These resources may be helpful in your
research as you prepare the papers assigned for this course. You may be able to find these resources
from your pastor, a friend, or a library (church, school, or public). If the library nearest you does not
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have the book you want, they may be able to obtain it through an inter-library loan program. Y ou may
even wish to purchase some of these books for your own personal library. Y ou are encouraged to consult
any outside references, and it is recommended that you aso cite other applicable Scriptures.

Study Question Report #1

At the end of each lesson, you will find Study Questions, which are designed to guide you in your
understanding of the Supplement. Y ou must select five of these questions (from Lessons 1-5; one from
each lesson), and write a 2-3 paragraph response/answer.

First Paper

Choose one of the three paper options listed below. Note that during the course of the semester you will
need to have completed two of the three paper options.

Option 1. A Typical Study of the Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts. Prepare a 5-page topica study of
the Holy Spirit in the book of Acts.

Use a concordance to look up the major references or, if you do not have a concordance, use the
references in the margin of your Bible, starting with Acts 1:2. Y ou may use the New American Sandard
Bible, the New International Version, the English Sandard Version, the New King James Bible, the
King James Bible, or the New Scofield Reference Bible. After collecting the materia for your paper,
arrange it in atopical outline with main points and subpoints that explain their significance. Be sure to
include the Scripture references (not text) for each point in your outline. Conclude the paper by applying
what you have learned: explain three areas or ways in which the Holy Spirit can work in the believer's
life today.

Option 2: Principles of Evangelism from Philip’s Ministry. Philip’s ministry in Acts 8 gives us a
picture of abeliever doing the work of evangelism.

Select from the account what you consider to be the five most significant principles for a balanced
evangelistic thrust today. Explain how you feel these principles should be applied in Christian work. Be
sure to include the Scripture references (not text) for each point you make. Your paper should be
approximately 5 pagesin length.

Option 3: Principles of Missionary Strategy. Develop a 5-page paper on missionary strategy from
Acts 13:1-19:20.

Study these chapters and take from them five principles that you consider the most important for
missionary work today. Then, show how each of them can and should affect missionary strategy. Be
sure to include the Scripture references (not text) for each point you discuss.

Study Question Report #2

Five questions and from Lessons 6-9
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Approximately one question per week will need a response. Y ou are encouraged to respond to one of the
study questions right after the lesson is completed but hold off on submitting your responses until they
are due.

Second Paper

Choose one of the three paper options listed below. Note that during the course of the semester you will
need to have completed two of the three paper options.

Option 1: A Typical Study of the Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts. Prepare a 5-page topical study of
the Holy Spirit in the book of Acts.

Use a concordance to look up the major references or, if you do not have a concordance, use the
references in the margin of your Bible, starting with Acts 1:2. Y ou may use the New American Standard
Bible, the New International Version, the English Sandard Version, the New King James Bible, the
King James Bible, or the New Scofield Reference Bible. After collecting the material for your paper,
arrange it in a topical outline with main points and subpoints that explain their significance. Be sure to
include the Scripture references (not text) for each point in your outline. Conclude the paper by applying
what you have learned: explain three areas or ways in which the Holy Spirit can work in the believer's
life today.

Option 2: Principles of Evangelism from Philip’s Ministry. Philip’s ministry in Acts 8 gives us a
picture of abeliever doing the work of evangelism.

Select from the account what you consider to be the five most significant principles for a balanced
evangelistic thrust today. Explain how you feel these principles should be applied in Christian work. Be
sure to include the Scripture references (not text) for each point you make. Your paper should be
approximately 5 pagesin length.

Option 3: Principles of Missionary Strategy. Develop a 5-page paper on missionary strategy from
Acts 13:1-19:20.

Study these chapters and take from them five principles that you consider the most important for
missionary work today. Then, show how each of them can and should affect missionary strategy. Be
sure to include the Scripture references (not text) for each point you discuss.

Reading Report Quiz

Open the online reading report quiz, and state whether you have completed reading the book of Acts, the
textbook, and the online materials.

EXAMS

Check the Grading section of the Syllabus to find out how each exam/quiz contributes to your final
grade.
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All of the exams/quizzes will be available online from the Blackboard course site, anytime during the
week that it isto be completed, according to the schedule in the Syllabus.

Although you are not required to secure a proctor, you may not use any books or other materials (unless
otherwise instructed by your professor or noted for a specific exam) when taking the exam. You will
have a limited amount of time to complete each exam; once you have started an exam, you will not be
permitted to close it and return later (it must be completed in one sitting).

Exam 1

This exam consists of 50 questions (each worth 2 points) covering material from Lessons 1-5.

Exam 2

This exam consists of 50 questions (each worth 2 points) covering material from Lessons 6-9.
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Procedures

Each week you are expected to visit the course site aminimum of 2 to 3 times. What specific day or
timeisreally up to you, unless your professor informs you otherwise. Each time you visit the course site
you should do the following:

*  Read any new Announcements that have been posted
*  Read any new messages in the Discussion Boards
*  Respond to these new Announcements and M essages appropriately

At some time, each week, you should study the lesson(s) assigned, actively read any reading
assignments, complete and submit any exams or assignments if there are any due for that given week.
Also, in anticipation of some of the major assignments, you ought to be aware of the next major paper,
project or exam so that you are ready to submit that when it is due. If you are ever not going to be unable
to meet an assignment deadline, you should contact your professor (they may be able to work with you
in either arranging makeup or permitting you to submit an assignment late - any late penalties will be
determined by your instructor).
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